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SUB J : FRIENDLY STATEMENT OF NEW AFGHAN AMBASSADOR TO IRAN 

1 . NEW AFGHAN AMB TO IRAN, DR. MOHAMMAD NAJIB, PRESENTED 
COPY OF HIS CREDENTIALS TO FONMIN KHALATBARY JULY 12 AND GAVE 
OFFICIALS PARS NEWS AGENCY AN INTERVIEW SHORTLY THEREAFTER, 
WHICH APPEARED IN LOCAL AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS JULY 15. 
INTERVIEW WAS FULL OF GOOD WORDS FOR AFGHAN-IRANIAN FRIEND- 
SHIP. ACCORDING TO ONE QUOTE NAJIB SAID KABUL WILL NOT BE 
CONTENT JUST TO CONTINUE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITCH HAVE 
EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE PAST BUT WILL MAKE 
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THESE RELATIONS. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER 
ACCOUNT, HE FIRMLY DENIED THAT THE NEW AFGHAN GOVERNEMENT IS 
PLANNING TO GO BACK ON TREATIES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING THE HELMAND (HIRMAND) RIVER WATERS TREATY. 
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2. NAJIB EXPRESSED THE GRATITUDE OF HIS GOVERNMENT FOR 
IRAN'S OFFER OF CONTINUING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO AFGHANISTAN 
WHICH WAS MADE IN RECENT PRSS CONVERENCE BY KHALATBARY 
(TEHRAN 6392). HE WARNED, HOWEVER, THAT AFGHANISTAN EXPECTS 
ANY ASSISTANCE FROM ITS FRIENDS WILL BE WITHOUT STRINGS. HE 
BLAMED THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT AND RULING CLASS FOR HAVING 
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STOLEN A LARGE PART OF HIS NATION S WEALTH AND LEFT THE 
COUNTRY VERY POOR. WITH THE HELP OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE AND 
OF ALL FRIENDLY NATIONS THE NEW GOVT HOPES TO SURMOUNT THIS 
PROBLEM. 

3. NAJIB DREW SOME COMMENT FROM THE LOCAL PRESS BY HIS 
REMARKS CRITICIZING THE MASS MEDIA IN IRAN. ACCORING TO 
VARIOUS ACCOUNTS HE EXPRESSSED HIMSELF IN AGREEMENT WITH 
KHALATBARY IN SAYING THE MASS MEDIA SHOULD NOT "MINIMIZE" 
IMPORTANT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. HAVING FULL CONFIDENCE IN 
THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNEMENT OF IRAN, HIS GOVERNMENT EXPECTS 
MASS MEDIA OF IRAN TO REFLECT EVENTS AS THEY ARE, SO AS TO 
AVOID DIFFICULTIES AND REINFORCE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT VERSION IN SOME PAPERS 
HAS HIM SUGGESTING THAT MASS MEDIA SHOULD NOT TREAT IMPOR 
TANT POLITICAL EVENTS AS IF THEY WERE MERELY COMMERCIAL 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ONE COMMENTATOR (TEHRAN JOURNAL) PROFESSES 
PUZZLEMENT AT WHAT THE AMBASSADOR HAD IN MIND AND NOTES 
CRITICALLY THIS IS VIRTUALLY THE FIRST TIME A FOREIGN 
AMBASSADOR HAS VOIECED AN OPINION ON THE LOCAL MEDIA IN 
IRAN. 

3. COMMENT: NAJIB WOULD APPEAR TO BE REFERRING TO KHALATBARY'S 
ATTACK ON THE BBC STORY ALLEGING THAT AGHANISTAN DID NOT 
FEEL BOUND BY THE HELMAND WATERS AGREEMENT (TEHRAN 6392). HE 
PROBABLY WAS ALSO REFERRING MORE BROADLY, HOWEVER, TO VARIOUS 
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NEWS STORIES WHICH ARE CRITICAL OF THE NEW REGIME IN 
AFGHANISTAN. ALL-IN-ALL THE POSTIVE NOTE OF WHAT HE SAID 
IS THEONE THAT HAS GOTTEN THE HEADLINES HERE. LOCAL RADIO 
AND TELEVISION ALSO CARRIED BRIEF MENTIONS OF THE AMBASSADOR'S 
REMARKS. 
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